
How to Write a Great Book Review 
 

The purpose of a book review is to help the potential reader decide if they should 
purchase the book. Or said differently, what value the reader can expect to get 
from a book. 

Praising a book and/or the author in general terms will not actually offer much 
help to the potential reader. You want to give the potential reader some insights 
into what they may gain by reading the book. 

It can be very challenging to capture the essence of a 200+ page book in a few 
short paragraphs. Looking at a blank page and wondering where to start can 
create a serious case of writer’s block. 

So here is a template to help you write a good book review. Simply answer the 
questions. Then remove the questions, make sure that there is a good segue 
from one paragraph to the next. If you need to, add a transition sentence. Presto, 
you have a good book review that should be helpful to most readers. 

Review Writing 

 Start with a sentence or two that sets the context for the book.   

 Who is the intended audience? Who will gain the most benefit from reading this 
book?  

 What are the two biggest lessons/benefits the reader will gain from reading this 
book? If possible give a concrete example and perhaps quote a short passage from 
the book.  

 What is the writing style of the author? (Conversational, humorous, fast paced) 

 Is the book too short? Too long? Does the author stay on topic? Was the writing 
style engaging?  

 Does the author write from personal experience? Or is the author relying on 
research, other authorities?  

 Is there anything you did not like about the book? Anything that was not adequately 
covered? Anyone who will not get what they expect from the book?  

 (It is often helpful to include some slightly negative thoughts in a review. It actually 
makes the entire review more credible.)  

 How is this book similar to other books you have read on the subject?  

 What special insights does the author share in the book that you have not found in 
other books on the subject?  

 Then a sentence or two to conclude and summarize your recommendation.  



Additional Good Review Rules:  
• Do spell check your content.  
• Do NOT use explicit language.  
• Do NOT reveal spoilers.  

Here are some quick tips for writing reviews:  
• Remember STAR Ratings are 1-5 (only).  
• Do explain why you liked or disliked it.  
• Do compare to similar books (others in the genre on Amazon.com).  
• Do identify specific attributes (e.g. feel, pace, wit, emotion, tension level, character 
development, etc.) and whether they met your expectations.  
• Do expect your review to be edited for length if it is used in marketing materials.  
• Do NOT include spoilers.  
 
 

      
 
Submit your review here: Amazon H Reviews 

https://www.amazon.com/review/create-review/ref=cm_cr_dp_d_wr_but_top?ie=UTF8&channel=glance-detail&asin=0692888705

